Tourism in Elche

Tourism in Elche
An easy-read guide

This tourist guide of Elche is written in easy reading mode.
Easy reading is a way to make texts accessible to everybody.
Easy reading is useful for everyone, but especially for people
who have reading difficulties. Some examples are people
with intellectual disabilities, immigrants who do not speak
our language well, young children and language-challenged
people.
Understanding texts is important because they give a lot of
information.
However, sometimes written texts are difficult to understand,
and they become a form of discrimination for many people.
For this reason, the Town Council of Elche created the
Inclusive Tourism Plan in 2014.
Thanks to the Inclusive Tourism Plan, all the people who
visit Elche can enjoy the city and the wide range of fun and
beautiful activities that the city offers.
Welcome to Elche!
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How to use the Elche Tourist Guide
The guide includes 5 important routes: the urban route, the
shopping route, the monuments route, the Palm Grove route,
and the natural sites and beaches route.
At the beginning of each route there is a map. You can use the
map to see where the important things are.
Each route offers different activities and includes photos of the
places you can visit.
There is information about all the sites and monuments, such
as their opening hours, price, address, how to get there,
whether they are accessible and have audio guides.
The Elche Tourist Guide also includes information on the
festivities and special events that you can enjoy, like for
example riding a hot air balloon or taking the tourist train.
You will also find information on how to get to Elche and how to
get around the city once you are here.
Just in case you need them, at the end of the guide we
have included the telephone numbers of the police, several
hospitals and the fire department.
Also at the end of the guide you will find a list of difficult words
and their definition.
We really hope you enjoy this Guide and we are looking
forward to seeing you around Elche!
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These icons will help you use the Guide
Easy reading

The easy reading symbol means that the texts are simple
and easy to understand.
Useful information

Free Internet connection

Prices

Audio guide

Where is this place?

Location on the
map

Telephone
number

Address

Website
Opening hours

Opening hours
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E-mail address

Assistance-Accessibility

Wheelchairaccessible spot
(can be entered in
a wheelchair)

Wheelchairaccessible spot
if requested in
advance

Difficult word (see
list on page 139)

How to get there

On foot

By bicycle

By car

By taxi

By city bus

By middle
distance bus

By train

By plane
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Greeting
In our country, as in the
rest of the world, there
are people with different
capacities. Nowadays, we
believe everybody has the
right to enjoy all the places
and services of a city without
being discriminated against.
The only way to make
this possible is to make
these places and services
accessible.
In 1980, the World Tourism
Organisation (UNWTO) said
that people with disabilities
have the right to enjoy
tourism, decide how to use their free time, have holidays and
travel freely.
The right of disabled people to be tourists is also recognised
in Spain and Europe.
The Town Council of Elche wants the city to become
accessible to everybody. The objective of the 2012-2016
Action Plan for People with Disabilities is to make this
possible.
The Action Plan for People with Disabilities includes the
Inclusive Tourism Plan, coordinated by Visitelche.
The objective of the Inclusive Tourism Plan is to make all
tourist services available to people who have difficulties to
move, communicate or understand.
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In January 2014, the Town Council of Elche presented what
we call an emblem. An emblem is a symbol used to mark
accessible shops and services. The name of our campaign
is Elche Accessible City.
The Town Council will only give the emblems to shops and
tourist services where everybody can access and participate
equally.
I am very happy to present this Elche Tourist Guide, where
we use a simple and clear language that everyone can
understand. With this project, we want to make the city of
Elche accessible for everyone.
You can use this easy-read guide to prepare your visit to
Elche because it has all the information you need: routes,
museums, shops, and festivities. It is also a great help to
organise your free time activities.
We are all working together to improve the lives of people
with a disability. For this reason, I want to thank Visitelche for
believing in this project and supporting it from the beginning.
Thanks also to APSA association for putting all their time and
commitment into the project.
I hope this Elche tourist guide will help us to show our
beautiful city to all those who have different capacities.

Mercedes Alonso García
Mayor of Elche
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General information about Elche
The origins of Elche
The city of Elche has a very long history. Here is some
information on important historic events.
5th century BC
Iberians and Romans
Key years for the
development of the
old city

3rd century AD
Franks, Germans,
Byzantines and Visigoths

Old city
Iulia Ilici Augusta colony

Today
La Alcudia

This is why people born in Elche are called “Ilicitanos”
in Spanish
What did they do?
- They constructed great buildings

- They built great churches

- They made many sculptures
- They had their own coin (which
was very important at the time)
18

9th and 10th Century AD

13th Century AD

Arabs

Christians

They started building and
living in Ils

James I conquered
the city

Ils

Elche

What did they do?

What did they do?

- They built the
new city

- They chased Arabs
out of the city centre

- They constructed a
system to bring and
store water in the
city
palm grove

- Arabs started
to live in the
Raval de la Morería
- Nowadays, this
quarter is known as
Raval or San Juan
19

General information about Elche
Awards and prizes
Elche is the 3rd largest city in the Region of Valencia. The
largest is Valencia, and the 2nd largest is Alicante.
Elche is a city with many palm trees.
Elche has many monuments to visit and gardens to explore.
Near the city centre we can visit the old town and also
beaches, gardens and natural sites.

Elche has received important awards from the UNESCO:
In 2000: the Palm Grove was included in the World Heritage
list.
In 2001: the Mystery Play of Elche was included in the
Intangible Cultural World Heritage list.
In 2009: the Traditional Culture Centre School Museum of
Pusol was included in the Best Practice list.
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Footwear and its economic importance in Elche
For more than 200 years, the
city of Elche has been home to
designers and manufacturers of
shoes that are sold in Spain and
abroad.
Elche is one of the most important
cities in the world when it comes
to shoemaking.
Shoe factories have been a source of employment for the
people of Elche. They also made people earn money.
You should not leave Elche without shopping at shoe stores!
See the Shopping Route section for more information about
where to find the most important shoe stores.
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Urban route
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Manuel Martínez Valero football stadium
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Urban route
If you wish to explore the city centre, you can take Corredora
Street from the Plaza de Baix and walk until the Glorieta.
The Town Hall is located in the Plaza de Baix, and so are a
lot of shops and cafés.
Corredora is the main shopping street of the city.

Also, in Corredora Street you will see family houses and small
palaces owned by important people in the history of Elche.
The street is called Corredora because horse races were
held here many years ago. In Spanish, “correr” means “to
run”.
Many years ago, a train known as “Chicharra” passed
through Corredora Street on its way from Alicante to
Crevillente.
Nowadays, many parades go through Corredora street:
Moors and Christians, The Three Wise Men’s Parade, Cantó’s
arrival in Elche, and Palm Sunday.
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Urban route
The Glorieta was the first public garden in Elche.
Today, it is a quiet place full of terraces where you can have
coffee, taste some tapas and homemade ice cream.

You just have to decide what you like best!
For many years, the city’s Casino was located in the Glorieta.
However, nowadays it is in 1 Racó de Sant Jordi.
The Casino used to be a meeting point for illustrious wise
men and politicians.
You can also enjoy the open-air terraces of the Plaza del
Congreso Eucarístico, just by the Santa María Basilica.

25

Urban route
What to eat
In Elche you can do many things, like for example tasting the
typical food of the city.
The city centre is full of restaurants, bars and cafés where
you can eat.
Many of the ingredients used in Elche’s cooking come from
the near vegetable gardens and from the sea.
Elche’s most famous dish is called “arroz con costra” in
Spanish. This name means “crusty rice”.
Crusty rice is very
similar to paella. The
difference is that when
the rice is almost ready,
they add beaten eggs
and put the dish in the
oven. The heat makes
the beaten eggs melt,
and that creates the
crust.
Other typical dishes are
paella rice with rabbit
and snails, paella rice
with vegetables, and
paella rice with onion and cod.
At Christmas, it is traditional in almost all families to eat
Spanish stew with meatballs.
26

Urban route
Stew meatballs are like regular meatballs, only bigger. They
are made with minced meat, pine nuts, parsley, garlic,
sausage, breadcrumbs, and egg.
You can choose to eat in the city centre, in the outskirts or by
the beach.
The most famous restaurant in Elche is called La Finca. It
is located in Perleta, and it has received many important
awards.
To visit the restaurant, you need to take the car to Perleta.
This is one of the boroughs in the outskirts of Elche.
It takes around 15 minutes to get there.
La Finca restaurant has one Michelin star and two Campsa
Guide suns. It also received 8 points in Gourmetour.
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Urban route
You can taste and buy many typical food in Elche. Some
examples are:

Savoury food:
All types of salted fish: tuna roe, wind-dried tuna, bonito,
Alicante-style sardins (called “sardinas de bota” in Spanish),
and many more.
Goat and sheep cheese made using traditional methods.

Virgin olive oil.
Pizza-like crust topped with sardines, stuffed pizza-like crust,
and “coca de mollitas”, which is a crust topped with soft
crumbs made with flour, oil and water.

Seasonal fruit:
The most typical fruits are dates, Mollar pomegranate, figs,
and melon from Carrissals.
28

Urban route

Sweet food:
Typical desserts are ground-almond pie, fig bread, Easter
cakes (called “monas” or “fogasetas” in Spanish), vanilla and
cream puff pastries (called “milhojas”), honey rolls (called
“almojábenas”), egg rolls, aniseed rolls and orange rolls.
Also, horchata slush drinks and ice creams of all types
are very popular. Typical flavours are lemon, “mantecado”
(shortbread made of flour, sugar, milk and nuts), and barley
water.

What to drink:
Try “Cantueso” liquor (made with Mediterranean thyme),
“anís paloma” (Nugolet) liquor, date liquour and Cabaset, a
liquor made with aromatic herbs.
For more information, you can visit http://www.visitelche.com/
en/gastronomy/
29

Urban route
Where to go for some evening fun
There are many places in Elche where you can go at night,
and you will have a great time in all of them.
You will find lots of pubs with all types of music.
Depending on the type of music, food and drinks that you
prefer you can choose between three different ambiances.
Ambiance 1: The city centre, where you will find terraces,
Irish pubs, disco-pubs and cocktail bars.
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays are the big days out in
Elche. You will find many people on the streets, enjoying their
free time.
Don’t worry if you cannot find a parking space.
You can use a public car park (where you have to pay):
Opposite the Tourist Information Office: Traspalacio car park.
By the theatre: Gran Teatro car park.
By the Conference Centre: Porta de la Morera car park.
In calle Alfonso XII: Puente Rey car park.
In 7 Juan Carlos I Avenue: Garaje Sol cark park.
You can also use the open-air, free car park behind the
Elche-Parque train station.
30

Urban route
Ambiance 2: El Raval, a place to enjoy great bars with
fantastic tapas, pubs and teashops.
We recommend you to walk to El Raval or take city bus J.
The streets there are really narrow and it is difficult to drive
around.
Ambiance 3: The Altabix zone. This is where the biggest
discos are.
You can take the city bus there from 11 pm to 6 am.
For more information, visit http://auesa.es/lineas_mapa.swf.
In the enclosed court of Manuel Martínez Valero football
stadium you will find several discos, pubs and cafés. You
need to take the car or the night bus to get there.

Where to sleep
In Elche, visitors can choose from a wide selection of places
to sleep, with different price ranges.
You can choose between great historic hotels like El Huerto
del Cura, which is right inside the palm grove, or a different
type of accommodation such as the Camping Internacional
de la Marina, a campsite located in km 76 of National Road
332, heading towards la Marina.
For more information, visit http://www.visitelche.com/en/
accommodation/
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Shopping route

ELCHE city centre

i

Tr

ta
one

9

Sant Miquel

sa

ta Tere

32

2

La
Glorieta

Pere Ibarr

Ample

a
Trinquet

4

Velarde

10
Almòrida

3

Hospital

Salv

Carme

Plaça
Baix
Puente Canalejas

ra

redo

Cor

r
ado

1

6

Empedrat

Plaça
Fregassa

5

o

7

8
Obispo Torm

Major de la Villa

Plaza Congreso
Eucarístico

Plaça de
les Flors

San
Puente

Sant Vicent

Pont dels O
rtissos

Puente Altamira

lau

l Pa

de
nal

go

Dia

Maestro Albéniz

Shopping route

ía
Autov

e

del M

o A-7

áne
diterr

13

0

N-34
11
12

Elche

N-340

i

Tourist information

Pedestrian area

Free Internet connection

1

Corredora
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3
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5
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Almòrida
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L’Aljub and El Corte Inglés

12

El Sauce

13

Elche Business Park
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Shopping route
In the city
You can find all types of shops and buy all kinds of items in
Corredora, Hospital, Troneta, Glorieta, Trinquet, Carrer Ample,
Fregassa, Obispo Tormo, Salvador and Almòrida streets.
Also, Elche has three shopping centres: L’Aljub, El Corte
Inglés and El Sauce.
Salvador Artesano Company has the largest shoe factorystore in Europe. There you can buy footwear from many
brands.
Its store is on kilometre 53 of the Alicante-Murcia national
road.
For more information, please visit: http:salvadorartesano.com

In the Elche Business Park

The new business park of Elche is located in the borough
of Torrellano, 7 kilometres away from the city centre. This is
where you will find the Outlet Route.
In the Outlet Route you will mainly find shoes, clothes and
accessories.
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Shopping route
Some of the most renowned brands available in this route
are Cuplé, Garvalin, Geox, Gioseppo, Kelme, Martinelli,
Mustang, Nordikas, Panamá Jack, Pikolinos, Tempe (Inditex
Group), Wonders and xTi.
The company Pikolinos has a footwear museum on the first
floor of the shop that is open to the public and free.
If you wish to visit it with a group of friends, you can also
book a guided visit.
Website: http://www.visitelche.com/en/cultural-tourism/visits/
elche/museos/museo-del-calzado-pikolinos/
You can also visit the Mustang Art Gallery, located in
Mustang’s headquarters.
The aim of this Gallery is to support young artists’ work.
Also in the Gallery you can attend conferences, concerts,
exhibitions and workshops.
Website: http://mustangartgallery.com/
Opening
hours

You can check the shops’ opening hours at
http://www.rutaoutlet.es/

Line 1A: from Elche and from the airport.
Line 1B: from Elche, Torrellano, El Altet
and Arenales del Sol.
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Pedestrian area

City Park
Visitors’ centre
Molino Real
Vaillo Tower
Archaeological Museum of Elche. Altamira palace.
Santa María Basilica
Bell Tower
Museum of the Virgin
Museo Municipal de la Festa
Calahorra Tower
La Merced Convent
Arab baths
Town Hall
Calendura and Calendureta Tower
Gran Teatro
Paleontological Museum
Contemporary Art Museum
Traditional Culture Centre – School Museum of Pusol
La Alcudia Museum
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Monuments route
In Elche there are many types of museums.
Some museums are about the origins of the city.
Others are about the history of the city and its surroundings.
Some museums show the culture of Elche, its professions
and trade, its traditions, and how the ancient settlers of the
city used to live.
Some museums are about ancient and modern art.
If you wish to take the
monuments route,
you can buy the
Museum Pass.
You can find it in all
the city museums and
in the Elche tourist
information office.
With the museum
pass, you will have
two days to visit all
the city museums included in the route.
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Monuments route

The tourist information office is a good place to start your
visit.
It is next to the City Park.
Here you can request information on the places you want to
visit and how to get there.

i

Address:
Telephone:
E-mail:

3 Plaça del Parc
966 65 81 96
info@visitelche.com
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Monuments route
City Park
The City Park is the biggest garden in the city of Elche.

Inside the park there is a
visitors’ centre, a bandstand,

a dovecote, a restaurant and café,

La Rotonda and El Molí Real.
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Monuments route

There are many fountains and
ponds inside the park.
There is also a duck and
swan pond.

Opening
hours

Admission

1

Winter:
Summer:

7 am to 9 pm
7 am to midnight

Free

Address:
Paseo de la Estación s/n
E-mail:
info@visitelche.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/ecotourism/
parques-periurbanos/parque-municipal/
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Monuments route
Visitors’ Centre

The Visitors’ Centre is inside the city park.
It is popularly known as “the egg” because of its shape and
colour.
It was built for the 1946 Trade Fair.
Years ago, the Archaeological and later the White Palm
museums were inside this
building.
Inside the Centre, visitors can
enjoy a video explaining the
most important facts about the
city.
42

Monuments route
Opening
hours
Monday to Sunday: 10 am to 6 pm

Tickets can be bought at the Tourist Information Office.
€1

General

€0.50

Students 				
Groups
Youth card holders
Retirees
Large families

Free

On Sundays
Children under 6
Elderly holders of the golden card issued
by the Elche Town Council
Teachers and facilitators (with ID)
People with a disability

Admission

2

Address:
Telephone:
E-mail:
Website:

Paseo de la Estación s/n
638 01 11 87
info@visitelche.com
www.visitelche.com
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Monuments route
Molino Real

The Molino Real (“Royal Mill”) was built around 300 years
ago.
This is where flour was ground for illustrious citizens of Elche.
The stones used to ground the grain moved thanks to the
water that flowed strongly from the reservoir.
Nowadays, it is not open to the public, but you can see it
from the railway bridge and from the city park.
3
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Address:
Paseo de la estación s/n
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/
en/ecotourism/parques-periurbanos/parque-municipal/

Monuments route
Vaillo Tower
This tower is located in the Tower
Garden, next to Miguel Hernández
University.
The Vaillo Tower was used to watch
and defend the city of Elche.
From its terrace you can see the
whole palm grove.
The Vaillo Tower is the only
monument from where you can see the palm grove from
above, because you are inside the grove itself.
There is an exhibitions room inside the tower.
Opening
hours

Admission

4

Sundays:

11 am to 2 pm

Free
Address:
Avenida Ferrocarril s/n
Telephone: 966 65 82 03
culturelx@culturelx.com
E-mail:
Website:
http://visitelcheblog.com/general/la-torrede-los-vaillos-como-mirador-del-palmeral/
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Altamira Palace – Archaeological and History
Museum of Elche

The Altamira Palace is a medieval castle.
It is very well preserved.
Illustrious people like James II, Peter IV, Alfonso III and the
Catholic Monarchs have slept there.
The building was used as a
prison many years ago, and
later became a textile factory.
Today, it is a part of the
Archaeological Museum.
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The Archaeological and History Museum of Elche, also
known as MAHE, has two parts:
Part 1: from the origins of the city until the arrival of the
Arabs.
Part 2: from the foundation of the new city until today.
In the museum entrance there is an exact replica of the Lady
of Elche.
On the archaeology section of the MAHE we can see ancient
art pieces.

You will have the opportunity to see pottery
and tools that are over five thousand years
old.

In the Altamira Palace (the
part of the museum devoted
to history) you can see
works and pieces dated
from the origins of the new
city until the 20th century.
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You can see the palm grove of Elche from the homage tower.

On the tower’s walls you can see some of the drawings that
prisoners made to keep track of the days or just to stay busy.

In the glazed room there are temporary exhibitions.
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Monday to Saturday: 		
Sundays and bank holidays:
Opening
hours

10 am to 6 pm
10 am to 3 pm

Opening hours may change, and some days the
museum may be closed. We recommend you to
visit their website to stay informed.
Free guided visits
Saturdays and Sundays: 11:30 am and 12:30 am
Groups: check availability.
Tickets can be bought at the museum.
€3
€1

General
Students and groups (maximum 15 people,
prior reservation needed)

€1.50

Youth Card holders		
Retirees
Large families
On Sundays			
Children under 6
Elderly holders of the golden card issued
by the Elche Town Council
Teachers and facilitators (with ID)
People with a disability
People with reduced mobility

Admission
Free

5

Address:
7 Diagonal del Palau
Telephone: 966 65 82 03
E-mail:
mahe.recepcion@ayto-elche.es
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/culturaltourism/visits/elche/museos/museo-arqueologico-yde-historia-de-elche-mahe/
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Santa María Basilica

The Basilica is the most important church in Elche.
It was built upon the remains of a Muslim mosque and 2
churches.
King James I turned the mosque into a Christian church.
The first church was built after the mosque sank into the
ground. Little is known about this church, just that it was
gothic style. The church existed until 1492, the year when
Columbus discovered America.
The second church sank due to a heavy storm many years
later.
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It took around 100 years to build the current church.
The façade of the Basilica is a very important example of the
Valencian Baroque.
The main façade is dedicated to the Lady of the Assumption,
saint patron of the city of Elche.
The Mystery Play of Elche is performed every year inside the
Basilica.
Opening
hours

Monday to Sunday: 7 am to 1 pm
			
and 5 pm to 9 pm

Admission
Free

6

Address:
2 Plaza Santa Maria
Telephone: 965 45 15 40
E-mail:
info@visitelche.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/culturaltourism/visits/elche/monumentos/basilica-de-santamaria/
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Bell Tower

If you climb the 170 steps of the Bell Tower, you will enjoy a
panoramic view of the city of Elche.
You can access the tower using the entrance on the ground
floor.
The tower has 3 floors:
- On the 1st floor there is an exhibition with photos of the
Basilica.
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- On the 2nd floor there are pictures of the Mystery Play of
Elche.
- On the 3rd floor you can see the 4 bells of the Basilica.
These are the floors where the bell ringer and his family used
to live.
On 13 August every year, the Fireworks of the Virgin are shot
from the top of the Bell Tower.
These fireworks mark the end of the Nit de l’Albà celebrations.
Opening
hours

October to May:
11 am to 2 pm
			
and 3:30 pm to 5 pm
June to September: 11 am to 7 pm
Tickets are sold in the tower, inside the Church.

Admission €2 .

7

General

€1

Children (under 10)
Groups (20+ people)

Free

Children under 5

Address:
Telephone:
E-mail:
Website:

Plaza del Congreso Eucarístico
615 33 78 21
elcampanari@hotmail.com
www.campanariomiradorelche.com.
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Museum of the Virgin

The entrance to the Museum of the Virgin, also known as
MUVAPE, is in the Communion Gate of Santa María Basilica.

According to the legend, on the day of Cantó (28 December)
many years ago, a boat arrived at the Tamarit beach carrying
a statue of the Virgin and the “consueta”.
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Ever since that day, some people sew and embroider capes
for the Virgin.
Others make jewels as a present for her and to celebrate the
Mystery Play of Elche.
If you visit the museum, you will see the embroideries made for
the Virgin and other important things.

Opening
hours

If you are on a wheelchair, you can ask the museum
managers to place a ramp so you can enter the
building easily.
Closed on Mondays.
Tuesday to Saturday: 		
					
Sundays and bank holidays:

Admission

8

€2

General

€1

Children (6 to 12)

10 am to 2 pm
and 3 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

Address:
6 Plaza de Santa Isabel
Telephone: 965 45 56 61
E-mail:
culturelx@culturelx.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/cultural-tourism/visits/elche/museos/museo-de-la-virgen/
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Museo Municipal de la Festa

The Museo Municipal de la Festa is a museum about the
Mystery Play of Elche.
The Museo Municipal de la Festa has 2 parts:
Part 1. Nave of the Saint Sebastian Shrine: a place where
you can relive the Mystery Play of Elche through a thirtyminute film.
Part 2. Exhibition hall where
you can see costumes,
music instruments and
objects from the Mystery
Play of Elche.
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The museum is closed on Mondays.
Inside, you can watch a video that lasts around 35
minutes.
Opening
hours

From Tuesday to Saturday: 10 am to 2 pm
				
and 3 pm to 6 pm.
Film screenings: 10:15, 11:00 and 11:45 am.
		
12:30, 1:15, 3:15, 4:00 and 4:45 pm.
Sundays and bank holidays: 10 am to 2 pm.
Film screenings:
10:15, 11:00 and 11:45 am.
			
12:30 and 1:15 pm.
Tickets are sold in the museum.

Admission

9

€3

General

€1

Reduced price

Free

Entry to the museum is free on Sundays
Children under 6
People with a disability

Address:
25 Calle Major de la Vila
Telephone: 965 45 34 64
E-mail:
museodelafesta@ayto-elche.es
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/world-heritage/misteri-delx/, http://www.misteridelx.com/en/
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Calahorra Tower

The Calahorra Tower was the watchtower of the old city wall.
The tower was used to watch and defend the town, located
on the way to Alicante.
Nowadays, the tower is 15 metres high, but back in the days
it used to be more than 25 metres high.
It lost more than 10 metres of height as a consequence of a
terrible earthquake.
Afterwards, the tower became the residence of some very
important personalities of the city.
The “almudín” is by the tower. The almudín is the place
where they weighed the flour and kept the grain for important
people at the time.
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Years later, the almudín
became a place for cultural
gathering and balls.
Nowadays, the Calahorra
tower is used for exhibitions
and cultural activities.
Opening
hours

Closed on Mondays.
Tuesday to Saturday: 		
					
Sundays and bank holidays:
€2

General

€1

Students
Groups
Youth card holders
Retirees
Large familie

Free

Entry to the Calahorra Tower is free on
Sundays
Children under 6
Elderly holders of the golden card issued
by the Elche Town Council
Teachers and facilitators (with ID)
People with a disability

Admission

10

10 am to 2 pm
and 3 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

Address:
14 Uberna
Telephone: 966 65 82 43
E-mail:
culturelx@culturelx.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/
cultural-tourism/visits/elche/monumentos/torre-de-la-calahorra/
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La Merced Convent

The old La Merced Convent was at the beginning a part of
the Mercedarian Order.
They asked Mercedarian monks to turn the old Arab baths
into a chapel.
Later on, the Poor Clares lived in the convent. Poor Clares
never leave the convent because they are cloistered nuns.
La Merced Convent can only be seen from outside.
The façade is devoted to Saint Lucy.
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Opening
hours

11

Closed for restoration.

Address:
14 Paseo de les Eres de Santa Llúcia
Telephone: 965 45 28 87
E-mail:
culturelx@culturelx.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/turismocultural/convento-de-la-merced/
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Arab Baths

The Arab Baths are in the basement of La Merced Convent.
The baths were built by the Muslims many, many years ago.
The baths are divided into three rooms:
1. Cold room.
2. Warm room.
3. Hot room (which worked very similarly to modern saunas).
Travellers who arrived in Elche had the opportunity to take a
bath here.
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The baths were great to take a rest and chat with other
people.
The Arab Baths were also a good way to cleanse your body
and soul before entering the mosque for the prayer.
Opening
hours

Closed on Mondays.
Tuesday to Saturday: 		
					
Sundays and bank holidays:
€1

General

€0.50

Students
Groups
Youth card holders
Retirees
Large families

Free

Entry is free on Sundays
Children under 6
People with a disability

Admission

12

10 am to 2 pm
and 3 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

Address:
14 Paseo de les Eres de Santa Llúcia.
Telephone: 965 45 28 87
E-mail:
culturelx@culturelx.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/culturaltourism/visits/elche/museos/banos-arabes/
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Town Hall

The Town Hall Tower is the oldest Town Hall South of the
Region of Valencia.
Many years ago, it was part of the city wall.
The passageway used to walk from one side of the medieval
wall to the other is called Guardamar Gate.
If you stand in front of the Town Hall and look to your left,
you will see the place where the old commercial exchange
(called “lonja”) used to be.
The lonja was the place where traders bought and sold their
products.
Nowadays, the old lonja is an exhibitions centre.
The Town Hall is right above the old lonja.
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Calendura and Calendureta Tower
Vetlla Tower, popularly known as
Calendura Tower, is very close to
the Town Hall.
Calendura Tower can be seen
anywhere from the Plaza de Baix,
from the sidewalk opposite the
Town Hall.
Miquel Calendura and Vicent
Calendureta are two very old
wooden figures.
Every day, Calendura and
Calendureta strike the tower bells with their hammers.
Calendura rings the bell at the strike of the hour, marked by
the tower bell.
Calendureta rings the bell on the quarter hours.
14

Address:
1 Plaza de Baix
Telephone: 966 65 80 00
E-mail:
info@visitelche.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/cultural-tourism/visits/elche/monumentos/ayuntamiento/
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Gran Teatro

The Gran Teatro (Great Theatre) is located in the heart of
Elche, next to the Glorieta.
At the beginning, it was called Teatro Kursaal. Nowadays,
Kursaal is the name of the street where the theatre is located.
The Gran Teatro was used as a cinema many years ago.
Ever since it was restored, the theatre has been the place of
the city with the greatest cultural activity.
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We can go to the theatre to enjoy plays, dance and music.
Other activities carried out in the Gran Teatro include
festivities announcements, official ceremonies, and awards
ceremonies.
15

3 Kursaal
Address:
Telephone: 966 65 81 47
E-mail:
culturelx@culturelx.com
Website:
http://www.spainisculture.com/en/
espacios_culturales/alicante/gran_teatro_de_elche.html
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Paleontological Museum

The Paleontological Museum
of Elche, also known as
MUPE, is the only prehistory
museum in the province of
Alicante.
The entrance hall to the
MUPE hosts a reconstruction
of the study of Pedro Ibarra.
Pedro Ibarra devoted his life to the study of the ancient
history of the city and its surroundings.
In the museum you will see fossils of the animals that long
ago lived in today’s Elche, Crevillente, Guardamar, Aspe and
other near villages.
If you take a closer look, you will
also see fossils of animals and of the
first settlers, brought from different
places around the globe.
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Opening
hours

Closed on Mondays.
Tuesday to Saturday:		
					
Sundays and bank holidays:
€2

General

€1

Students
Groups
Youth card holders
Retirees
Large families

Admission Free

16

10 am to 2 pm
and 3 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

Entry to the museum is free on Sundays
Children under 6
Elderly holders of the golden card issued by
the Elche Town Council
Teachers and facilitators (with ID)
People with a disability
Guided tours and educational workshops If
you book a visit for a 10+ group in advance,
tickets are €2.50 per person
All year long (check the museum’s schedule
or its Website) tickets are €2.50 per child

Address:
3 Plaza de San Juan
Telephone: 965 45 88 03
E-mail:
mupe@ayto-elche.es
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/culturaltourism/visits/elche/museos/museo-paleontologico/,
http://cidarismpe.org/MUPE/Bienvenida.html, https://
www.facebook.com/mupeelche.
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Contemporary Art Museum

The Contemporary Art Museum, or MACE, is located in the
old Town Hall, in the Raval neighbourhood.
The MACE was created by a bunch of important painters
from Elche known as the Elche Group.
The Elche Group included artists Sixto Marco, Juan Castejón,
Albert Agulló and Antoni
Coll.
This group of artists wanted
to bring art closer to the
people of Elche.
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Opening
hours

Closed on Mondays.
Tuesday to Saturday: 		
					
Sundays and bank holidays:
€2

General

€1

Students
Groups
Youth card holders
Retirees
Large families

Free

Entry to the museum is free on Sundays
Children under 6
Elderly holders of the golden card issued
by the Elche Town Council
Teachers and facilitators (with ID)
People with a disability

Admission

17

10 am to 2 pm
and 3 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

Address:
1 Plaza Mayor del Raval
Telephone: 965 42 15 34
E-mail:
contemporani@ayto-elche.es
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/culturaltourism/visits/elche/museos/museo-de-artecontemporaneo/
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Traditional Culture Centre - School Museum of Pusol

If you want to find out how our grandparents used to live, you
cannot miss the School Museum of Pusol.
This museum was born from a project started by an Elche
school.
Teachers, students and family
members started gathering old
items they had at home to bring to
the project.
These items are an example of
how people in the outskirts of Elche used to live years ago.
- You can see how farmers lived and worked.
- You can see the objects used by traders and in the local
industry (such as machines for making shoes).
- You can see objects and books from the school, old
games…
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In 2009, the Museum was included in the UNESCO Good
Practices Register. It has also been awarded prizes like
Europa Nostra and the International Council of Museums.

Opening
hours

School calendar:
Monday to Friday:			
9 am to 1:30 pm
					
and 4 pm to 7 pm
Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays: 11 am to 2 pm
July, August and September:
Monday to Friday:			
9 am to 1:30 pm
Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays: 11 am to 2 pm
On some public holidays the museum might be closed.
For this reason, we recommend you to visit their website to
make sure it will be open on the date you want to visit it.

Admission

18

€3
€4.50
and €5

Regular ticket (all visits)
School groups
School groups with educational workshop
Groups/visits with an appointment

€1

Citizens of Elche (born or living in the city.
ID requested)

Free

Entry to the museum is free on Sundays
18 May (International Museum Day)
Children under 10

Address:
8 Partida de Pusol
Telephone: 966 63 04 78
E-mail:
info@museopusol.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/culturaltourism/visits/elche/museos/museo-de-pusol/
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La Alcudia Museum

La Alcudia is the name of the place where the first settlers of
Elche lived many years ago.
La Alcudia is 2 km away from where Elche is nowadays.
This is the place where they
found the Lady of Elche.
The Lady of Elche is a very
old stone statue.
Some people think that the
Lady of Elche might be a
part of an important person’s tomb.
Others think that the Lady is a representation of an important
person from the Iberian city.
In La Alcudia you will see the remains of the Iberian, Roman
and Visigothic city.
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In the museum’s interpretation centre
you can watch a video about the history
of La Alcudia.
In the museum you can see pottery
pieces, mosaics, and the remains of a
basilica, a thermal bath, the wall, etc.
Closed on Mondays.
Opening
hours

10 am to 8 pm
Tuesday to Saturday:
Saturdays from April to September: 10 am to 8 pm
Saturdays from October to March: 10 am to 5 pm
10 am to 3 pm
Sundays and bank holidays:
Check schedule
Bank holidays:
€5

Admission €2

Free
19

Adults
Students
Unemployed people
Teachers (with ID)
Children over 6
Children under 6

Address:
Km 2 Carretera de Dolores
Telephone: 966 61 15 06
E-mail:
web.alcudia@ua.es
Website:
http://www.laalcudia.ua.es/index.
jsp?idioma=e
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Tourist information

1

Huerto de San Plácido garden – Palm Grove Museum

2

Huerto del Cura garden

Pedestrian area

Other gardens:
3

Huerto que no té portes garden

4

Huerto de Malla garden

Filet de Fora Palm Tree Garden:
5

Huerto de la Tia Casimira garden

6

Huerto de Pastoret garden

7

Huerto del Borreguet garden

8

Huerto de Monjo garden

9

Huerto de la Mareta garden
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Palm trees are extremely important in the city of Elche.
Elche is the European city with the most palm trees.
In 2000, UNESCO declared the Palm Grove of Elche a World
Heritage Site.
Water in Elche is scarce and of low quality because it is quite
salty. This has always been like this.
Palm trees are extremely resistant to salty water.
Palm trees were planted to provide shade to fruit gardens.
Nowadays, palm trees are not as important as they used to
be for the lives of Elche’s inhabitants.
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Palm Grove Route
White palm is obtained from the palm trees and then used to
make the palms you see on the Palm Sunday procession.
You can also eat the palm tree fruits, called dates.
You cannot leave Elche without trying the Delicias de Elche.
The Delicias de Elche are dates whose pits have been
removed and replaced by an almond. Then they are
wrapped in bacon and fried.
If you want to take this route, our advice is to wear
comfortable shoes, get a bottle of water and wear a cap to
protect you from the sun.
In this route you will see some gardens and palm tree groves
that you can enter and others you can only see from the
outside, because they are not public.
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Huerto de San Plácido garden - Palm Grove Museum

Inside the Huerto de San Plácido garden there is a house
where you can see the Palm Grove Museum and the palm
leaves workshop.
You can learn the history of the palm grove in the museum.
You will also see how
they take care of the
palm trees and their fruits
(dates), how they make
the palm leaves white,
etc.
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If you take a walk around the palm grove, you will see palm
tree pruners doing their job.
Palm tree pruners trim palm trees (remove dry leaves),
pollinate them (bring pollen from male palm trees to female
palm trees) and harvest dates and white palm tree leaves.
You will also see other
fruit trees such as
olive trees, orange
trees, lemon trees,
pomegranate trees, etc.
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Palm Leaves Workshop
In this workshop located
just by the museum you will
see how craftspersons braid
white palm tree leaves and
also make other shapes like
stars, flowers or balls.
These braids are used to
make the figures for Palm
Sunday palms.
This is also where new craftsmen learn this tradition that
cannot be lost.
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Palm Grove Route
Closed on Mondays.
Opening
hours

Tuesday to Saturday:		
					
Sundays and bank holidays:

10 am to 2 pm
and 3 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

From Tuesday to Friday, in the morning you can see
how palm tree pruners work. You need to request it
in advance.
€1

General

€0.50

Students
Groups
Youth card holders
Retirees
Large familie

Free

On Sundays
Children under 6
Elderly holders of the golden card issued
by the Elche City Council
Teachers and facilitators with ID
People with a disability

Admission

1

Address:
Telephone:

12 Porta de la Morera
965 42 22 40

Line E

83

Palm Grove Route
Huerto del Cura garden

In the early days, the Huerto del Cura garden was a place
where they planted fruits and vegetables, but nowadays it is
just a recreational garden.
Here you can see plants from all around the globe.
In the Huerto del Cura garden you can see typical trees from
the Mediterranean area, such as lemon trees, orange trees,
pomegranate trees, carob trees, and jujube trees.
You will also see many cacti, tropical plants and different
types of palm trees.
You must not miss the Imperial Palm Tree, which is the most
famous palm tree in the city.
The Imperial Palm Tree is rare because it has 7 “arms”
growing out from its trunk.
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Palm Grove Route

Opening
hours

January, February, November and December
Monday to Saturday: 10 am to 5:30 pm
		
and Sundays from 10 am to 3 pm
Monday to Saturday: 10 am to 6:30 pm
March
and Sundays from 10 am to 5 pm
Monday to Saturday: 10 am to 7:30 pm
April
and Sundays from 10 am to 6 pm
May and June Monday to Saturday: 10 am to 8 pm
and Sundays from 10 am to 6 pm
July and August Monday to Sunday: 10 am to 8:30 pm
Monday to Sunday: 10 am to 7:30 pm
September
Monday to Saturday: 10 am to 7 pm
October
and Sundays from 10 am to 6 pm
Group visits: from 20 people onwards. You need to
phone to book the visit in advance.

Admission

2

€5

General

€3

Students and Retirees

€2.80

Groups (20+ people)

€2.50

Citizens of Elche and children

€1.80

Children’s groups (20+ children)

Address:
49 Calle Porta de la Morera
Telephone: 965 45 19 36
E-mail:
jardin@huertodelcura.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/
ecotourism/parques-periurbanos/jardin-huerto-delcura/
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Palm Grove Route
There are two special things about these palm grove gardens:
1.- The walls between them, built by the Arabs many years
ago.
2.- The traditional houses inside the gardens.
When you leave the Huerto del Cura garden, walk along
Porta de la Morera street, turn right once you have passed
the Huerto del Cura Hotel, and you will get to the Huerto
que no té Portes Garden, home to one of the last traditional
houses still standing in Elche.

Years ago, people worked with palm tree leaves in this house.
If you keep walking along the Camí de l’Almàssera towards
Curtidores street, you will see the Huerto de Malla garden,
where there is another old house.
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Filet de Fora Palm Tree Garden

The Filet de Fora Palm Tree Garden is a group of old gardens
that are now public.
This group includes the Huerto de la Tía Casimira, Pastoret,
Borreguet, Monjo and Mareta gardens.
Inside the Huerto de la Tía Casimira is the house of Tía
Casimira, where the columns of the old porch are still
standing.
If you prefer to take a rest and a quiet walk, you can enjoy
the ponds, the playgrounds, and the children’s sports area.
If you fancy a bicycle ride, the circuit in the Huerto del
Pastoret is a great option.
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Las Salinas Natural Park
Elche – Santa Pola
2

El Hondo Natural Park

2

33

N-

1
Southern beaches
5 El Pinet
5 La Marina
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5 Les PesqueresEl Rebollo

Natural Sites and Beaches Route

A79

Alicante

Alicante-Elche
Airport
Northern Beaches
Clot de Galvany
Natural Site

4 El Altet

3

N-33

2

4 Arenales del Sol
4

El Carabassí

1

Elche urban area

2

Elche city centre
Roads and
highways
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Natural Sites and Beaches Route
Elche offers many natural sites where you can enjoy a nice
walk.
Some of the most relevant sites are the natural parks of El
Hondo, Las Salinas and Clot de Galvany.

El Hondo Natural Park
El Hondo Natural Park is on the way from Elche to
Crevillente. This is a wetland area, so you need to watch your
step. Only use the marked pathways!

The park is made up of several lagoons with water coming
from the Segura River.
Since the water is a little salty, autochthonous plants are
basically rushes and reeds.
These plants are an excellent hiding place for the animals
living in the park.
You will also see other plants that are used in the area’s
traditional cooking.
90

Natural Sites and Beaches Route
El Hondo is also very important because many animals live
there, especially birds.
Animals are extremely well protected in El Hondo. There are
observatories where you can watch them without scaring
them away.
The most abundant birds in the park are marbled ducks,
white-headed ducks, and
herons.
The waters of El Hondo are
home to a very special and
rare autochthonous fish
called “fartet”.

1

Centro de Interpretación del Parque
Address:
		
Natural de El Hondo. 			
		
Finca El Rincón, Azarbe de Afuera s/n.
		
San Felipe de Neri (Crevillente)
Telephone: 966 67 85 15 / 679 19 58 52
E-mail:
parque_elhondo@gva.es
http://cma.gva.es/web/indice.
Website:
aspx?nodo=2984&idioma=I
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Las Salinas Natural Park (Elche – Santa Pola)
Las Salinas Natural Park is on the way from Elche to Santa
Pola.
It is forbidden to step outside the marked pathways because
that would damage the environment.
You can start your visit in the Salt Museum. There you will
learn how they prepare the salt to be used for cooking.
But above all, you can enjoy a walk watching many different
types of birds.
Flamingos are the most typical birds in Las Salinas Park. At
certain times of the year you can see more than 8 thousand
flamingos.
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The pathway you will take winds by the channel used to
extract seawater and take it to the ponds. There, the water
dries in the sunshine and salt is obtained.
Opening
hours

Closed on Sundays and Mondays.
Tuesday to Saturday:
Bank holidays:		

9 am to 2 pm
9 am to 1 pm

Closed on 16 July.
2

Address:
Centro de Interpretación de las Salinas.
		
Museo de la Sal.
		
45 Avenida Zaragoza, Santa Pola.
Telephone: 966 69 35 46
E-mail:
parque_santapola@gva.es
Website:
http://parquesnaturales.gva.es/web/
indice.aspx?nodo=2991&idioma=I
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Clot de Galvany Natural Site

The Clot de Galvany Natural Site is in the Carabassí beach.
The Carabassí beach is between Arenales del Sol and Santa
Pola.
We recommend you to start your visit at the Nature
Classroom. There they will give you information about the
routes you can take.
The Clot de Galvany is a site with ponds, small forests, sand
dunes, and terraces created by men to plant fruits and
vegetables.
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Nowadays, there are still some carob trees and olive trees in
the area.
When you walk through the
pinewoods, you will see old
refuges used to defend the
city of Alicante during the
Spanish Civil War.
There are many aromatic plants such as “cantueso”
(Mediterranean thyme), regular thyme, rosemary, and
lavender.
There are 8 types of wild orchids in the region of Valencia.
Also, in the Clot de Galvany you will see the same birds as in
El Hondo and Las Salinas.
3

Address for information and booking:
		
Concejalía de Medio Ambiente
		
Pont dels Ortissos, 13, 1.
Telephone: 966 65 80 28
E-mail:
mediambient@ayto-elche.es
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/ecotourism/
parque-natural/paraje-natural-del-clot-de-galvany/
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The beaches of Elche

There are 6 beaches near the city of Elche.
If you wish to relax you can lie on the sand, dive into the
water or practise yoga.
If you prefer to do some
sport activities, you can
practise water sports like
windsurf, kitesurf, sailing,
and many more!
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Northern beaches: El Altet, Arenales del Sol,
el Carabassí

These beaches have many dunes, which are sand hills.
You can use the wooden walkways in El Altet and Arenales
del Sol to get to the shore.
In Arenales del Sol there is an adapted bathing area that is
open in July and August.
If you would rather not use a bathing suit, you can go to El
Carabassí nudist beach.
4

E-mail:
info@visitelche.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/tourism-sunand-beaches/
To find out which bus line to take to the beach, visit
http://www.visitelche.com/en/tourism-sun-and-beaches/
beach-bus/
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Southern beaches: El Pinet, La Marina and
Les Pesqueres-El Rebollo

In these beaches you can enjoy the sand dunes and also
spend the day in the pine forests. You will not even need your
sun umbrella!
If you want to stay in La Marina, La Marina International
campsite is a great option - it is one of the best in Europe!
5
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E-mail:
info@visitelche.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/tourism-sunand-beaches/
To find out which bus line to take to the beach, visit
http://www.visitelche.com/en/tourism-sun-and-beaches/
beach-bus/

Elche: festivities for all seasons
There are many festivities in Elche, all year long.

Easter in Elche
Currently, 31 brotherhoods participate in Elche’s Easter,
where 33 processions are celebrated.
Processions start on Palm Sunday and end on the morning of
Resurrection Sunday.

Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday procession was declared an International
Tourist Interest event in 1997.
Many years ago, in the Middle Ages, this procession was a
very important event.
Ever since then, white palm tree leaves started to be used in
processions.
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The palms are blessed during the procession.
Once it is over, people hang the palm leaves on the
balconies and windows as a symbol of protection.
A few days before the
procession, you can see and
buy white palm tree leaves in
the Palm Market, held next to
the Town Hall.
You can also buy them in all
the regular markets of the city.

Website:
www.visitelche.com.

The General Procession and the Santo Entierro
Until the 19th century, the only procession held in Easter in
the city of Elche was the Good Friday procession.
Nowadays, 13 brotherhoods participate in the General
Procession.
The general procession starts in the evening and ends
around midnight on Good Friday.
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La Trencà del Guió (Breaking of the “Guió”)

La Trencà del Guió is a tradition that started many years
ago (at the end of the 16th century and the beginning of the
17th).
The Mayor and the Brotherhood Board choose three people
to break the “Guió”. They represent the people of Elche.
To break the “Guió” means to wave a big black flag strongly,
until the stick is broken.
Tradition goes that if the stick (called “Guió”) breaks at the
first attempt, the year will be very good for the city.
The tradition is carried out on the evening of Good Friday,
when the Lady (Virgin) of Dolores arrives at the Plaza de
Baix.
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Hallelujahs Procession
The Hallelujahs Procession is a long-standing tradition.
In the morning of Resurrection Sunday, the figures of the
Holy Resurrected Christ and the Lady of the Assumption are
walked through the streets of Elche.
From the balconies, people toss coloured papers with
images of Elche’s Easter.
These images are known as hallelujahs.

The Easter Cake
On Easter Monday, which is the next
Monday after Easter Week, the people
of Elche go to the reservoir, to the
countryside or to the beach to eat their
Easter cakes with family and friends.
Easter cakes are like sweet sponge
cakes made of flour, eggs, sugar and
yeast.
Before the cake is completely baked, a boiled egg is placed
in the middle.
Tradition says you must break the egg on the forehead of
somebody who is very dear to you.
One week later, on what is known as Saint Vincent Ferrer’s
Monday, the tradition is repeated again.
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August Festivities
The big festive week of Elche is from 7th to 15th August.

Moors and Christians

The festivities start with the official announcement and the
entrance (known as “entraeta”) on 7th August.
Moors and Christians parades remind us how the soldiers of
king James I conquered the city from the Muslims in the year
1265.
12 associations, called “comparsas”, participate in the
parades:
- 6 Moor comparsas, bearing the symbol of the moon.
- 6 Christian comparsas, bearing the symbol of the cross.
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In the 4 days of celebrations, there are 3 very important
events:

- The Moor’s Baptism
It is a kind of theatre play showing how the Christians
baptised the Moors living in the Raval neighbourhood.

- Moor and Christian Entrance
Moor Entrance
In even-numbered years (those ending in 2, 4, 6, 8 or 0), the
entrance is celebrated on 8th August. In odd-numbered years
(those ending in 1, 3, 5, 7 or 9) it is held on 10th August.
This parade is a reminder of how the Muslim soldiers entered
the city of Elche.
Christian Entrance
In even-numbered years the entrance is celebrated on 10th
August. In odd-numbered years it is held on 8th August.
This parade is a reminder of how the Christian soldiers
entered the city of Elche.

- Embassies
After the “Alardo”, an event where more than 80 kilos
of gunpowder are shot, it is time for Moor and Christian
embassies.
This celebration is held next to the Altamira
Palace and enacts the conquest of the city by
King James I The Conqueror.
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The Nit de l’Albà
The Nit de l’Albà or
Noche de la Alborada, in
Spanish, is held on the
evening of 13th August.
This is an evening where
many fireworks are
launched.
La Alborada is a very old tradition. It is celebrated since the
Middle Ages.
In the Middle Ages, families used to light a firecracker
for each child born on that year as a sign of appreciation
towards the Virgin Mary.
The celebration ends with the great fireworks dedicated to
the Virgin Mary, known as “Palmera de la Virgen”.
These fireworks light up the city of Elche at the stroke of
midnight, and make it look like the day is dawning amidst the
darkness of the night.
After the fireworks, many people continue the celebration
in their houses. It is typical to eat watermelon slices in the
terrace.
Others prefer to light firecrackers and shoot gunpowder in
the city centre all night long.
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The Mystery Play

The Mystery Play of Elche is a very old sung theatre play.
It is believed that they began staging the Mystery Play of
Elche in the mid 15th century.
In this play, actors sing in Valencian and in Latin.
In 2001, the UNESCO declared the Mystery Play of Elche
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
The Mystery Play of Elche is staged in August every year.
You can watch the dress rehearsals on 11th, 12th and 13th
August. Do not forget to buy your ticket!
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You can also attend the traditional show on 14th and 15th
August.
If you want to get a seat, make sure to be there a few hours
before the play starts. And don’t forget to bring your fan!
On even-numbered years (those ending in 2, 4, 6, 8 or 0),
the Mystery Play is also held on 29th and 30th October and 1st
November.

To buy your tickets:		
http://www.instanticket.com
Casa de la Festa Telephone:
965 45 61 12
Websites:
http://www--visitelche--com.accesible.inclusite.
com/en/world-heritage/misteri-delx/
http://www.visitelche.com/en/world-heritage/
misteri-delx/
http://www.misteridelx.com/en/
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The Roà Night
People from Elche do not
sleep on the night from 14th to
15th August.
At midnight, the city is
divided in 2:

1. The religious celebration
Many people walk the streets following the same route that
will be taken by the procession of Virgin Mary’s burial the
next day.
This is known as the Roà because people walk in circles
around the city centre holding a burning candle in their
hands.
Groups of people take turns during the night to hold a vigil
for the Virgin, who has already died.

2. The non-religious celebration
Many people enjoy the celebrations in the “barracas”, which
are discos set up by the Town Council in the streets of Elche.
The party lasts all night.
To regain strength, there is nothing better than chocolate and
churros!
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End of the celebrations
On 15th August, the first tradition is Virgin Mary’s Burial
Procession.
At 2 pm, Elche is filled with the noise of the Gran Mascletá, a
firecracker show in honour of the Virgin Mary.
At midnight, you can enjoy a fireworks display from the river.

Medieval festival
On the last week of October
and the first days of
November, Elche hosts the
Medieval Festival.
This festival is a true time
travel, for you can see how
life in the city used to be
many years ago.
This is a good way to find
out how the city you are visiting today was created.
The Medieval Festival is a celebration full of cultural
activities.
Among them are concerts, plays, music recitals, workshops,
medieval theatre…
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Christmas in Elche

In Elche, Christmas season starts on 8th December.
This is the day when all the Christmas lights are lighted for
the first time and the Municipal Nativity is opened to the
public.
During the Christmas holidays you can visit the Christmas
market and the Fair near the City Park.
Some days, you can also listen to Christmas tales outdoors.
On 31st December, you can participate in Saint Sylvester
race, which starts in the Plaza de Baix.
In Saint Sylvester race, the objective is to have fun with your
family and friends while you do sport.
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At night, you can say farewell to the old year and have the
traditional twelve grapes of luck in the Plaza de Baix. You can
also do this in any of the city’s discos, bars and hotels.
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/christmas/

Living Nativity
You can see a real Nativity with real people next to the
Altamira Palace.
You can attend the following shows:
- 25th December: arrival of Joseph and Mary to
Bethlehem and birth of Jesus in a barn.
- 28th December: Massacre of the Innocents and flight of
the Holy Family.
- 6th January: Adoration of the Three Wise Men.
Opening
hours

12 am to 2 pm

Admission
Free

Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/christmas/
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Arrival of the Virgin

The legend goes that on the night of 28th December, many
years ago, a boat carrying a statue of the Virgin Mary and
the “consueta” arrived at Tamarit beach.
Francisco Cantó, the beach watcher, discovered the boat in
the water.
Every 28th December, early in the morning, many citizens of
Elche go back to that beach to pick up the Virgin Mary and
bring her to the Huerto de las Puertas Coloradas Garden.
To take the Virgin Mary to the city, they use an oxcart.
At 3 pm on 28th December, the loud noise of a firecracker
announces Cantó’s arrival to the Town Hall.
Cantó then rides his horse from the Huerto de las Puertas
Coloradas garden, in the Raval neighbourhood, to the Plaza
del Ayuntamiento in order to tell everybody what he has
seen.
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After that, many people join a procession with Cantó from
the Town Hall and take the Virgin Mary to the Santa María
Basilica.
Then, in the morning of 29th December, there is a procession
known as the Arrival of the Virgin.
In this procession, the statue of Virgin Mary is taken through
the streets of Elche, surrounded by young children dressed
up like angels.
For more information, visit http://www.visitelche.
com/en/events/.

The Three Wise Men’s Parade – Las Hachas
On 5th January, you cannot miss the Three Wise Men’s Parade.
At the end of the Parade, some people usually burn a special
type of torch known as “hachas”.
These torches are made with
dry palm tree leaves.
They are burnt to light the
way for the Three Wise Men
so they can find the children’s
houses in the middle of the
night.
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Saint Anthony Pilgrimage and Festivities

On the weekend after 17th January, Elche celebrates a
pilgrimage in honour of Saint Anthony, known in the region as
“Sant Antoni del Porquet”.
Saint Anthony is the saint patron of espadrille makers.
The pilgrimage of Saint Anthony is one of the oldest in the
city of Elche.
The pilgrimage began in the Middle Ages.
People from the town take the statue of Saint Anthony on a
pilgrimage to the shrine.
Then, everybody has lunch in the gardens near the
neighbourhood of San Antón.
Website: http://www.elche.es/micrositios/fiestas/
cms/menu/san-anton/?set_language=es
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Saint Agatangelo Pilgrimage and Festivities

Saint Agatangelo is the saint patron of Elche.
The people of Elche celebrate the feast day of Saint
Agatangelo on the weekend after 3rd February.
These festivities are held at the same time as the Moors and
Christians Half-Year.
Moors and Christians parades accompany the statue of Saint
Agatangelo with their marching music bands.
For more information, please visit http://www.elche.es/
micrositios/fiestas/cms/menu/san-agatangelo-y-mig-anyde-moros-i-cristians/

117

Other festivities
Saint Paschal Pilgrimage and Festivities

Saint Paschal festivities are held in Elche on the weekend
after 17th May.
The streets in the Pla de San José neighbourhood are
beautifully decorated, and everybody can enjoy a colourful
fair. There are also parades, children’s games and shows of
different kinds.
Many years ago, the church of Saint Joseph was a
Franciscan convent.
Saint Paschal became a friar in that Franciscan convent.
Website: http://www.elche.es/micrositios/
fiestas/cms/menu/san-pascual/
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Saint Crispin Pilgrimage and Festivities

25th October is the feast day of Saint Crispin, saint patron of
cobblers.
Saint Crispin festivities are held in Elche on the weekend
after 25th October.
The celebrations consist on a pilgrimage to the shrine and a
fair in the Carrús neighbourhood.
After this, everybody has lunch in the gardens surrounding
the shrine of Saint Crispin.
Website: http://www.elche.es/micrositios/
fiestas/cms/menu/san-crispin/

These are not the only festivities celebrated in the city. All
year long, the boroughs of Elche also celebrate their saint
patrons’ days.
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Guided tours
If you want a tourist guide to tell you all about the history and
the most important facts of the city, you can book a guided
tour in the tourist information office.
Guided tours start in the tourist information office, take you to
the city centre (where you can see monuments and typical
sights), then on to the shopping route, and finish in the
Huerto de San Plácido garden.
Visits can be booked in Spanish or in English.
Our recommendation is to check the opening hours
at the tourist information office or at www.visitelche.
Opening com, for they may change.
hours
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays at 11.30 am.
In the summer: every day at 11:30 am and 6:30 pm.
Visits last 90 minutes approximately.
Admission

€5

General

€3

Groups of 10 or more people
Students
People over 65
Children under 6

Free

Information and booking: 966 65 81 96
E-mail:
info@visitelche.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/Guidedtours/
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Calash rides

Calash rides are also an excellent way to explore the city.
They start at the tourist information office and finish at Huerto
de San Plácido garden.
You can choose between 2 routes:
Route 1: around 45 minutes, €30 per ride (€7.50 per person).
Route 2: around 30 minutes, €20 per ride (€5 per person).
Information and booking: 652 63 23 21
E-mail :
ermocuares@gmail.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/leisure-andfun/paseos-en-calesa/
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Tourist Train

If you love train rides, you can visit Elche with our tourist
train.
The trip starts right by the tourist information office, and takes
around 40 minutes.
From the train you will see the City Park, the centre of Elche
(where many of the monuments are) and the Palm Grove
Route.
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Opening
hours

Monday to Sunday		
				

10 am to 7 pm
Last trip starts at 6 pm

Our advice is to check the schedule at the tourist
information office or at www.visitelche.com because
it may change.
€3

Adults

€2

Children under 12
Adults over 65

Admission €10

Family pass (4 people maximum)

€2

Groups of tourists (20 people minimum)

€3

La Nit en Elx (20 people minimum)

€2.50

Special School trip

€5

“Special plus” trip

Telephone: 966 61 31 47
E-mail:
eltrenet@auesa.es
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/leisureand-fun/elche-tourist-train/
		www.auesa.es
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Balloon rides

If you want to see the city of Elche from the sky, you can
book a hot air balloon ride.
This activity takes around 3 hours.
It starts with you watching how they assemble and blow the
hot air balloons.
Then, you ride the balloon for around 1 hour.
Once the flight is over, you have a little lunch and drink some
sparkling white wine, known as “cava”.
One of the balloons can take up to 4 people, and the other
can take up to 8 people.
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Children can ride the balloon
only if they are over 6 years
old.
At the end of your balloon
trip, you can also enjoy the
swimming pools in Marjal
campsite for free. And for €5
you can also use the spa.
You can also buy a pass
including a couple ride in the hot air balloon, accommodation
in the Marjal campsite and a ticket to the spa.
Opening
hours

Admission

You can decide when you prefer to enjoy
your hot air baloon ride.

From €140 per person.
Check www.aeroglobo.com for more
information.
Telephone: 966 63 74 01 and 660 253 387
E-mail:
info@aeroglobo.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/leisureand-fun/vuelos-en-globo/
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Bike hire for tourists (LLOBI)
If you want to explore the city of Elche on a bike, you can hire
one in the tourist information office.
Remember to carry your ID or passport with you – you will
need it to get the bike.
Opening
hours

Monday to Friday:		
9 am to 5:30 pm
Saturdays:			
10 am to 5:30 pm
Sundays and bank holidays: 10 am to 1:30 pm

Admission

Hiring a bike for 4 hours costs €5. If you prefer to
use it all day long, the price is €9.
Payment must be done by credit card.

Telephone: 966 65 81 96
E-mail:
info@visitelche.com
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/leisureand-fun/bikes/
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For families with children
If you come to Elche with your children, there are many
exciting things you can do.
Some activities, like the train ride, Ili Palmir and Rio Safari,
are designed to enjoy the visit with kids.
For more information, please visit http://www.visitelche.
com/en/traveling-kids/.

Ili Palmir Adventures

Ili Palmir is a comic character, and a close friend of Indiana
Jones.
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Ili Palmir loves adventures. But there is one thing that he
loves even more: chasing dragons!
You can join Ili Palmir’s dragon quest around the city with
your children. You just have to follow the clues!
If you solve all the puzzles and find all the dragons, you will
receive a prize at the tourist information office.
There is a comic book that you can use to read all the clues
of Ili Palmir’s adventure.
You can buy it at the tourist information office.
Or you can download it from http://www.visitelche.com/
media/publications/pdf/Ili_Palmir_esp.pdf.
Also, if you have a smartphone you can download a really
cool app: Ili Palmir’s compass.
This app will help you find your way through the route.
Telephone: 966 65 81 96
Website:
http://www.visitelche.com/en/leisureand-fun/las-aventuras-de-ili-palmir/
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Rio Safari

Rio Safari is a zoo.
You will find it on the road from Elche to Santa Pola, 9
kilometres away from Elche.
You will see many different animals in this zoo: giraffes,
zebras, monkeys, hippos, and many more.
You can enjoy a sea lion show and even swim with them.
Rio Safari’s Foundation has also developed therapeutic
programmes involving sea lions, aimed at people with a
disability.
You cannot leave Rio Safari without visiting the reptile cave,
the aviary, the crocodile farm, and the monkey island.
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If you visit the educational farm as part of a group, you can
attend a painting workshop, make bread and recycle paper.
You can also jump on Rio Safari’s trampolines and drive
a kart in the circuit. And in the summer you can enjoy its
swimming pool with a water slide!
Opening
hours

Admission

Winter		
Summer

10:30 am to 6 pm
10:30 am to 8 pm

€22.5

Adults

€17

Children from 3 to 12 (ID
requested)

€14 adults
Special group price
and €12 children 20 people, prior booking needed)
These prices
include:

A train guided tour plus a visit to
the reptile cave, the aviary, the
crocodile farm, the educational
farm and animal shows.
Plus access to the swimming
pool in summer.

102 Partida de Valverde Bajo. Pol 1.
Address:		
966 63 82 88
Telephone:		
Website:		 http://www.visitelche.com/en/leisureand-fun/rio-safari/
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Other activities to do in Elche
Besides the typical festivities and celebrations, Elche has a
wide cultural offer all year long.

Culture, leisure and sports activities
In Elche, every month there is a different event or celebration:
JANUARY
New Year’s Concert by the Symphonic Orchestra Ciudad de
Elche
J. S. Bach’s music week (he was a musician who composed
a lot of classical music)
Fanta Elx, fantastic film festival
FEBRUARY
Classic Theatre week
House Trailer Fair (Caravaning) (at IFA)
MARCH
Brotherhood and Easter Music week
Viernes (Friday) of Dolores, concert by the Capella and the
Choristers of the Mystery Play
National amateur theatre competition
Ecological rural market
“Ciudad de Elche” Half marathon (race)
Firauto - Automobile and Motorbike Trade Show (IFA)
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APRIL
Spring Afternoons in the Glorieta (on Saturdays you can listen
to marching band music)
Young Cinema Festival (Muestra de Cine Joven)
Elche - Arenales 113 Triathlon (swimming, riding and running)
Vintage Car Fair (IFA)
Collectors’ Fair (IFA)
MAY
Spring Afternoons in the Glorieta (on Saturdays you can listen
to marching band music)
Anniversary of the declaration of the Mystery Play as Cultural
Heritage of Humanity
Las Bayas Ecological and Rural Market
Antiques unpacking (IFA)
Huit i Mig (race across Elche’s countryside)
JUNE
“Elx al Carrer” street art
Diversa: homosexual, bisexual and transsexual culture festival
Amateur Theatre Marathon
Ensenyament Mitjà Young Theatre
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JULY
Guitar Festival
Elche Jazz Festival
Musicians in Heaven (until September)
International Independent Cinema Festival
Cinema on the street, in boroughs and neighbourhoods
AUGUST
Mystery Play of Elche performances
The nights of the Hort de Baix garden
SEPTEMBER
Dama de Elche Amateur Theatre Festival
OCTOBER
Extraordinary representations of the Mystery Play of Elche (in
even-numbered years)
International Orality Festival
Medieval Festival
Destápate - tapas contest among the bars and restaurants of
the city
Elche Agriculture Fair
House Trailer Fair (Caravaning) (IFA)
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NOVEMBER
Extraordinary representations of the Mystery Play (in
even-numbered years)
“Ciudad de Elche” Symphonic Orchestra season opening
(ends in June)
Destápate - tapas contest among the bars and restaurants of
the city
Elche with all your senses - Gastronomic festival
Commemoration of the inclusion of the Palm Grove in the
World Heritage list
Expofiesta - national fair of popular festivities (IFA)
DECEMBER
Young Singer-songwriters Festival / Piano and Chamber
Music Festival
Christmas Concert by the Capella and the Choristers of the
Mystery Play
Fair Play Cup Elche
Saint Sylvester Race
Exponadal - children and youngsters’ leisure (IFA)
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Transports
How to get to Elche

Alicante – Elche Airport
Address:
Telephone:
E-mail:
Website:

El Altet. Pol. 2 03195
Airport: 913 21 10 00, 902 40 47 04
alcinfo@aena.es
www.aena-aeropuerto.es

Train station
ADIF-RENFE Elche-Parque
Address		
			
Telephone:		

6 Avenida Alcalde Vicente Quiles
2 Avenida del Ferrocarril
902 24 02 02

ADIF-RENFE Elche-Carrús
Address
Website:

Avenida de la Llibertat and Calle Óscar Esplá
http://www.renfe.com/EN/viajeros/index.html

Bus station
Opening hours
Monday to Friday:				
						
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays:
Saturdays and Sundays:			
						
Telephone:					
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8 am to 2 pm
and 4 pm to 8 pm
7:30 am to 8 pm
9 am to 2 pm
and 4 pm to 7 pm
966 61 50 50

Transports
Main companies		
Alsa 				
Costa Azul			
La Melillense 		
Grupo Subús			
Vegabús			

Telephones
902 42 22 42
965 92 46 60
965 45 69 47
965 42 42 42
966 61 32 22

Website
www.alsa.es
www.costazul.net
www.subus.es

Address		
8 Avenida Alcalde Vicente Quiles
Telephone		
966 61 32 22
Services for people with a disability:
966 61 50 50
E-mail:		intesa@grupointesa.com
Website:		
www.pimesa.es/estacionautobuses.asp
How to get around Elche

City buses
Opening hours
9 am to 2 pm and 4 pm to 7 pm.
In July and August, 8 am to 3 pm.
Address:
Travesía Alfredo Llopis, s/n
Telephone: 966 61 31 47
Website:
http://www.auesa.es/
		http://www.auesa.es/lineas_mapa.swf

Taxis
Radio taxi Elche
Telephone:
Website:

965 42 77 77
www.radiotaxielche.es
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Useful information
Medical services and the police

138

Emergencies

112

Elche Hospital

966 67 90 00

Vinalopó Hospital

966 67 98 00

Local Police

966 65 80 92

National Police

96 545 13 53

Fire department

965 44 85 08

Difficult words
Accessible means a place where people with a physical
disability can enter and move without problems.
AD is anno domini, in the year of the Lord.
Almudín was a warehouse where they kept the flour and grain
grown and obtained during the year.
Arabs are people who came from the Arabian Peninsula. Arabs
planted many of the palm trees that you can see in Elche
nowadays. They also set up the irrigation system in the fields of
Elche. The Arabs who came to Spain were Muslims.
Audio guide is a device similar to a headset that you can use to
hear about the different parts of a museum or a monument.
Aviary is a large cage for birds.
Baroque is an artistic style known for its great amount of
ornaments.
Baths are a type of premises, very similar to what we now know
as a pool.
BC means Before Christ, before our era.
Bell ringer is the person in charge of ringing the bells.
Bizantines were the people from the Eastern Roman Empire
who had Greek culture and language.
Borough is, in this area, a small village with no town council,
and therefore managed by the town council of a bigger, nearby
town. In this case, the nearby town is Elche.
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Difficult words
Brotherhood is a group of Christians who organise acts to
celebrate their religion together.
Calash is a four-wheeled horse-drawn carriage.
Chapel is a part of the church where people pray.
Chocolate con churros is a typical dish of Spain. It is eaten as
breakfast and served sometimes as a snack.
Christians are the people who came from Castile and Aragon
and were ruled by the Catholic Monarchs, Isabella and
Ferdinand.
Comparsa is a group of people dressed in the same way.
Consueta is the libretto or music score of the Mystery Play of
Elche.
Day of Cantó is an Elche festivity celebrated on 28th December.
Dunes are sand hills whose shape changes depending on
where the wind blows.
Espadrille makers are a group of people with different levels of
education, from masters to apprentices, who make espadrilles.
Espadrilles are a type of shoes made of jute rope and leather.
Façade is the main front of a building (the face).
Fan is a paper or fabric object that can be opened with a semicircular shape. It is used to move the air and freshen up.
Festivities announcements are speeches given before the
festivals start, to invite everybody to participate.
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Difficult words
Fossil is the remains of a very old animal or vegetal that has
turned into stone over time.
Germans were northern European people who spoke Germanic
languages.
Gothic is an artistic style known for its high churches where a
lot of light came in.
Gran Mascletá is a great firecracker show that fills the city with
noise. During the festivities, several “mascletás” are held.
Half-year is a party celebrating that there are only 6 months left
to the Moors and Christians Celebration.
Homage tower is the most important and higher part of the
medieval castle.
Iberians are the people who used to live in Spain before the
arrival of the Romans. The Iberians made the Lady of Elche.
Kart is a small car with an engine where only one person fits.
You cannot use it on a regular road, only in closed circuits.
Lagoons are like lakes, only smaller.
Latin was a very important language many years ago.
Legend is a story about something that happened a long time
ago that is told orally.
Lonja is a public place where traders gather to sell their goods,
normally food.
Massacre of the Innocents is an expression referring to the
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Difficult words
order that a king named Herodes gave many years ago. He
said all children born around what we now know as Christmas
day had to be killed.
Medieval or Middle Ages means the period of time from the 5th
century to the end of the 15th century.
Mosque is a building used by Muslims, similar to a church.
Muslim or Islam refers to the religion that originated in the Arab
World.
Nave is the central space in a church.
Nit de l’Albà or Noche de la Alborada is the name given to the
firework display on the night of 13 August.
Observatories are wooden cabins from which you can watch
birds without bothering them.
Official ceremony is a specific celebration organised by a town
council, a company or any other organisation. Some examples
are balls, awards deliveries or festivities announcements.
Oxcart is a cart pulled by oxen.
Pond is a large body of standing water that forms a lagoon or a
small lake.
Puff pastries is a cake with meringue or custard and icing
sugar.
Reservoir is a place where water is stored.
Romans were the people who conquered Spain from the
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Difficult words
Iberians many years ago.
Route is like a pathway. In this guide, routes are like tourist
tracks that you can use to visit everything related to a certain
activity: the city, the shops, the monuments, nature or the Palm
Grove.
Tapa is like a small sandwich served with a drink.
The Mercedarian Order or Mercedarians are a religious
group formed by monks who help refugees, exiled people,
immigrants, prisoners, etc.
The Three Wise Men’s Parade is a parade where many people,
music bands, horses and other animals participate to celebrate
that the Three Wise Men are coming.
Town Hall is the place where the Mayor works.
UNESCO is an organisation fighting for the rights of people all
around the world. Some of those rights are education, science,
culture, communication and information.
Urban means “from the city”. Urban route means a tourist
itinerary in the city.
Valencian is the language spoken in the Region of Valencia.
Visigoths were the people who came from central Europe,
many of who had converted to Christianity.
World Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
are very important prizes awarded at an international level.
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